Role of surgery in the management of postmastectomy extremity angiosarcoma (Stewart-Treves syndrome).
Stewart-Treves syndrome (STS) is the rare occurrence of angiosarcoma in a setting of postmastectomy upper extremity lymphedema. A collective comparison of outcomes following various initial treatment options in STS has not previously been reported. We reviewed 160 cases of STS reported in the literature since 1966. We analyzed the relationship between initial treatment and survival in all 92 of these patients for whom detailed treatment and outcome data had been reported. There was no significant difference in survival comparing those initially treated with wide excision (n = 16) and those treated with amputation (n = 45) (P = 0.40). Even in the setting of initial surgical treatment, overall long-term survival was poor (<40%). There have been even fewer long-term survivors among those treated initially with regional chemotherapy (n = 7) or radiation therapy (n = 24). An update on STS and a discussion of recent advances in the understanding of its molecular pathogenesis that may result in future treatment improvements are presented.